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HYDROGEN INDUSTRY — ANDREW FORREST’S COMMENTS 

600. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Premier: 

I refer to Andrew Forrest’s scathing rebuke at the National Press Club of Australia today in relation to the Premier’s 
inaction on green hydrogen investment. This is a quote from Mr Forrest at that conference — 

“Would I have preferred to have had our first … in Western Australia? 

“Certainly, I would have, but it wasn’t possible. 

“I’ve written to the Premier … in increasingly strident terms saying, ‘Mate, we can’t wish this into existence, 
you’re either going to do it or not.’” 

Will the Premier now explain to the people of Western Australia how he has completely and utterly failed to deliver 
a once-in-a-lifetime generational economic and jobs opportunity for Western Australia? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

Obviously, we are working on hydrogen projects as we speak. Post the state election, we created a Minister for 
Hydrogen Industry, who is the very enthusiastic Hon Alannah MacTiernan and who has been working on around 
30 projects, as we speak, around Western Australia. Some of those projects are to the north of Perth; some are in 
the south. Each and every one of them is very interesting in its nature and scale. But there is also the prospect of 
Western Australia being a generator of hydrogen in large scale—not just a manufacturer of components, but also 
a generator of hydrogen in large scale using renewable energy. I think what is lost and what some people who 
commentate on these issues perhaps do not understand is that there are various ways hydrogen can be produced. 
Victoria is currently producing hydrogen using coal and exporting it to Japan so that the emissions and pollution 
in Japan is less and the emissions and pollution in Australia is more, so it does not really achieve the outcome that 
we are seeking to achieve, which is less emissions overall. Therefore, we need to use renewable energy in order to 
create hydrogen. 

We are currently working through the land tenure issues, because in order to provide the space for major solar and 
wind generation to produce hydrogen—the electricity needs to produce hydrogen combined with desalinated water 
on scale—we have to work through the issues that allow for access to land. Those issues are complex in the 
Western Australian context in which we have a large pastoral state, which is potentially subject to native title. All 
those issues need to be worked through. It takes some time to work through those issues. It is simpler in an 
environment where the land is freehold, but in an environment where it is not, it is clearly more difficult. Ministers 
are working on these issues to make sure that they are done properly. 

As I understand it, the Queensland government gave somewhere in the vicinity of $100 million or $150 million. 
The New South Wales government is looking at giving massive grants of billions of dollars. Obviously, we have 
a hydrogen fund that is not as large as that, but, on the other hand, there are innovative ways of achieving outcomes 
without giving multinationals billions of dollars.  
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